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- order and there was no duty on him to inquire into the more
or less degree of destitution of the patients. The judge
granted the guardians leave to appeal.

A MEDICAL MAN KILLED THROUGH A CARRIAGE
ACCIDENT.&mdash;Mr. Hudson Hairsine, L.R.C.P.Irel., of Sun-
gate, Hook.road, Hook, while driving on Saturday, Feb. 4th,
with a friend, was thrown out of the carriage at the foot of
Richmond-hill through the stumbling of the horse. Mr.
Hairsine died within a few hours of the accident.

HYGIENE ON THE STAGE. - Covent-garden
Theatre is to be taken over entirely by the Grand Opera
Syndicate and with the new management there will be, it is
stated, considerable improvement in matters architectural,
technical, and sanitary under the direction of Mr. Edwin 0.
Sachs. The electric light will take the place of gas and the
sanitary arrangements will be thoroughly overhauled. It is
to be hoped that the matter of ventilation of the theatre will
be dealt with at once.

PRESENTATIONS TO MEDICAL MEN.-Mr. Angus
E. Kennedy, L.R.C.P. Lond., M.R.C.S. Eng., of Balaam-
street, Plaistow, has been the recipient of a gold-headed
walking-stick from the members of the Thames Ironworks
Ambulance Corps as a token of appreciation of his
services from the first day of the existence of the corps.-
Mr. J. McDonald, M.B. Aberd., of Kildrummy, on the con-
clusion on Jan. 28th of a course of instruction in ambu-
lance aid was presented with a silver-mounted walking-
stick and silver vesta box. The presentation was made
on behalf of the class by the Hon. Mrs. Forbes.-
Mr. A. C. Duffey, M.D. Dub., late house surgeon to the
City of Dublin Hospital, on the occasion of his leaving
the hospital, was presented by the medical and surgical
staff, the resident students and ex-students, and the nursing
staff with an operation case and a smoker’s cabinet.-
The distribution of certificates to the successful candidates
of the St. Ives, Cornwall, ambulance class in connexion with
the County Council Technical Instruction Committee took
place at the public hall, St. Ives, on Feb. 10th. Afterwards
the members of the class presented to Mr. John Michael
Nicholls, L.R.C.P. Lond., M.R.C.S. Eng., J.P., a silver-
mounted meerschaum pipe and a silver matchbox as a mark
of appreciation of his services as instructor of the class.

Parliamentary Intelligence.
NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS.

University Degrees Bill.
Tsis Bill has been introduced again in the House of Commons. It

is backed among others by Sir William Priestley and Dr. Farquharson.

Proposed Repeal of the New Vaccination Act.
Since the opening of the session several petitions have been presented

:In the House of Commons for the repeal of the Vaccination Act of last
year and one or two for the repeal merely of Section 2 of the Act.

London Water Question.
The scope and intention of the Government measure on this subject

to be introduced by the President of the Local Government Board may
he gathered from its short title, which is "a Bill to enable and require
the Metropolitan Water Companies to supply each other with water in
cases of emergency."

The Midwives Bill.
The Bill to Promote the Better Training of Women as Midwives

and to Regulate their Practice was introduced in the House of

Commons on Feb. 10th, by Mr. J. B. Balfour, Lord Advocate for
Scotland in the last Administration, and was formally read a first time.
The names on the back of the Bill are those of Mr. J. B. Balfour, Mr.
de Tatton Egerton, Mr. Schwann, Mr. Heywood Johnstone, Mr. Hazell,
Mr. Bonsor, Mr. Tennant, and Mr. Skewes-Cox. The second reading
has been put down for Wednesday, April 12th, but on that date there
ure two measures in front of the Midwives Bill-namely, the Fire
,Brigades Bill and a Bill for the reinstatement of certain evicted Irish

tenants, and it is more than probable that these two measures will
vecrapy the entire sitting to the exclusion of Mr. Balfour’s Bill.

The Conscientious Objector.
M is the intention of Mr. Boulnois, the member for East Marylebone,

to introduce a Bill to repeal Section 2 (the conscientious objector
section) of the Vaccination Act of last year.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

THURSDAY, FEB. 9TIr.
The Vaccination Question.

On the motion of Mr. BARTLEY there was ordered a return of the
number of certificates of conscientious objection given under Section 2
of the Vaccination Act, 1898, and received by the vaccination officers
on or before Dec. 31st, 1898, and of the number of children to whom
such certificates relate, the numbers to be given in respect of each
Poor-law union and union county in England and Wales.
Mr. JOHNSON-FERGUSON asked the Home Secretary whether his

attention had been drawn to the difference in the fees charged by
benches of magistrates for certificates of exemption under the Vaccina-
tion Act, 1898, and to the fact that in some districts the magistrates had
put the applicants to additional expense by insisting on the production
of a certificate of birth of each child in respect of whom a certificate of
exemption was applied for ; and whether he would take steps to
secure uniformity of action and the granting of the certificates
of exemption at the least possible expense to the applicant.-Sir
MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY replied : I am aware that the fees
charged for certificates of exemption under the Vaccination Act, 1898.
vary in different places. The reason is that these fees are not fixed
specifically for vaccination cases, but follow the charges for certificates
of all kinds settled in general tables of Court fees. These tables are

prepared by various local authorities and sent to the Secretary of State
for approval and I have no power to enforce absolute uniformity,
though in the model table of fees drawn up in my office for the guidance
of the local authorities I have inserted a small inclusive charge for the
certificates in question. I may add that some local authorities have
applied to me for sanction to a reduction of fees fixed in former times
and that I have in every case complied with their request. It is, I
believe, the case that some magistrates require applicants to produce
the birth certificates of their children and I am advised that this action
is within their discretion.
Mr. BARTLEY addressed the following question to the First Lord of

the Treasury: Whether his attention had been drawn to the largely
increasing number of children who are not now protected from
small-pox by vaccination and whether he proposed to take any
action in the matter this session in the interests of the health of
the country and especially to prevent a spread of small-pox by the
increasing number of unvaccinated children in elementary schools.
Mr. CHAPLIN said: My right hon. friend has asked me to answer
this question, but there are no returns or information to warrant the
assumption which apparently underlies it-that under the Act of last
year the number of children not protected by vaccination is largely
increasing. What is shown by such returns as are in the possession of
the Local Government Board is as follows: beginning with 1885, so as
to take account of all children who, being under 14 years of age, fall
within the provisions of the Vaccination Acts, it appears that of the
children born the total number remaining unvaccinated has been
steadily increasing year by year from 136,000 in 1885 to an estimated
number of 370,000 in 1898. Over 12,500,000 births were registered
during that period and the total number of children not vaccinated
reached 3,235,000. Out of this last number certificates of conscientious
objection were only granted in respect of less than 239,000 children up
to the end of last year. On the other hand, I may mention
that since Jan. lst, when the Act came into full operation, the
demands on the Local Government Board for the new glycerinated
calf lymph have been so great that a large increase in the staff
engaged in its production and distribution has become necessary.
That, I think, may be regarded as a satisfactory indication which gives
some ground for the hope that vaccination is now on the increase as
compared with recent years. But as the Act only came into full
operation six weeks ago I have not sufficient information to enable me to
form any confident opinion as to its working or to justify any proposal
for a modification in the vaccination law during the present session as
suggested by my hon. friend.
Mr. COGHILL asked whether, in view of the farce to which the Vac-

cination Act of last session had been reduced, the President of the Local
Government Board would take the earliest opportunity of repealing
Section 2 of the Act.-Mr. CHAPLIN made no reply to this question.

Tuberculosis in Milk.
Mr. CHANNING asked the President of the Local Government Board

(1) whether he had now come to a decision as to the portions of the
recommendations of the Commission on Tuberculosis which could and
ought to be carried out without delay, and especially as to the recom-
mendations made to secure the purity and wholesomeness of milk ;
(2) whether he was aware that a considerable number of town councils
and other local authorities were bringing in Bills to extend their own
powers locally to deal with the purity of milk and to restrain the sale
of milk from diseased cows ; (3) whether he had considered the resolu-
tions passed by the British Dairy Farmers’ Association and by the
Central and Associated Chambers of Agriculture on this subject, to
the effect that there should be a general Act passed dealing
uniformly with this question ; and (4) whether he would introduce
a general Bill to secure better protection of the consumers
from tuberculosis infection in milk throughout the country.-Mr.
CHAPLIN said: The answer to the first paragraph, so far as it relates to
matters affecting the Local Government Board, is in the affirmative.
The answer to the second and third paragraphs is also in the affirmative.
With regard to the fourth, I doubt if a general Bill is required to secure
better protection to consumers from tuberculosis infection of milk. For
that purpose I have prepared and I propose to issue directly an order
extending the definition of "disease" in the Dairies, Cowsheds, anf’’

Milkshops Order of 1885 so as to include in the case of a cow such
disease of the udder as shall be certified by a veterinary surgeon to be
tuberculous. This will have the effect of prohibiting the milk from such
cows from being mixed with other milk and from being sold or used for
human food. Upon various other matters dealt with in the report of
the Commission and affecting the question of public health-which
I think may be met by regulations-I am sending a circular to the local
authorities.-Mr. JEFFREYS asked the right hon. gentleman whether he
had considered the probability of tuberculosis being introduced by
foreign milk.&mdash;Mr. CHAPLIN replied in the affirmative.

FRIDAY, FEB. 10TH.
The Vaccination Qztestion.

Sir JOHN GORST, Vice-President of the Committee of Council on
Education, said, in reply to Mr. BARTLEY, tha Article 35 of the Code
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requiring all candidates for pupil teacherships to be vaccinated
had been carried out in all cases since the passing of the Vaccina-
tion Act of last session.-In reply to the same gentleman Mr. GEORGE
WYNDHAM, Under-Secretary for War, said that no man was enlisted
in the army unless he consented to be vaccinated and Mr. GOSCHEN,
First Lord of the Admiralty, said that in the navy vaccination
continued to be enforced in accordance with the Queen’s regulations.-
Mr. JOHNSON-FERGUSON asked the Home Secretary whether he could
state the inclusive fee which he had recommended should be charged
by benches of magistrates for a certificate of exemption under the new
Act.-Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY said: The inclusive fee which I
have placed in the model table for the guidance of local authorities is
Is. 6d. I am advised further that magistrates have power to remit or
reduce in suitable cases any fee fixed by a table for general use in their
court.-Mr. COGHILL asked the First Lord of the Treasury whether the
Government would take an early opportunity of repealing Section 2 of
the Vaccination Act of last session and whether it was the intention of
the Government to introduce the Revaccination Bill which was promised
last session.-Mr. BALFOUR said: It is not the intention of the Govern-
ment to bring in any vaccination legislation in the course of the present
session.

MONDAY, FEB. 13TH.
The Pharmacy Acts in Ireland.

Dr. TANNER asked the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he was aware that persons convicted of
offences under the Pharmacy Acts can and have placed themselves
outside these Acts through their incorporation under the Com-
panies Acts and whether companies can be registered to do
acts for which qualification by education and examination
is required by Parliament ; and whether the Government would
take into account and remedy these grievances complained of by the
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland.-Mr. GERALD BALFOUR replied that
the matters complained of formed the subject last year of a corres-
pondence between the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland and the
Select Committee of the House of Lords on the Companies Acts
Amendment Bill. The subject appeared to be one calling for considera-
tion when any amendment of the law was proposed affecting Great
Britain and Ireland as a whole.

TUESDAY, FEB. 14TH.
Tuberculosis Commission.

In the ballot for places on this day four weeks the first place was
drawn by Mr. CHANNING who gave notice that on the day in question
he will call attention to the report of the Royal Commission on Tuber-
culosis and move a resolution on the subject.

The Vaccination Question.
Mr. BARTLEY asked the Secretary of State for India whether in deal-

ing with the suppression of the plague in India the conscientious
objector who on conscientious or religious grounds objects to the action
of the sanitary authorities in attempting to stamp out the disease is
allowed to be exempted in the same way as the conscientious objector
to vaccination is in this country.-Lord GEORGE HAMILTON replied: In
dealing with the plague in India all possible respect is shown to the
religious or conscientious scruples of the natives. My honourable
friend is no doubt aware that inoculation against the plague is not com-
pulsory, though very large and increasing numbers of natives have
availed and are availing themselves of its benefits.-Mr. BARTLEY: Do
I understand, then, that the conscientious objector is not recognised in
India ?-Lord GEORGE HAMILTON: I did not say that. My reply must
be gathered from the four corners of my answer.

The Imperial Institute and the London University.
Mr. HOGAN asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether

a scheme for the utilisation of a portion of the Imperial Institute
buildings for the purposes of a new Imperial University had been
brought under his notice ; and whether the scheme would be submitted
for the approval of the Colonial Governments concerned before definite
action is taken.-Mr. CHAMBERLAIN replied: I believe that a conference
of representatives of the Government, the Imperial Institute, and the
London University will shortly take place to consider whether a part of
the Institute buildings can with due regard to all existing interests be
made available for the accommodation of the London University as
reconstituted by the Act of last session. Until the result of the deli-
berations of the conference is known it would be premature to consider
what, if any, further steps should be taken in the matter.

London Water-supply.
Mr. HARRY SAMUEL formally introduced a Bill "to amend the

Metropolis Water Act, 1871, and to make further provision for the due
supply of water to the metropolis."

Appointments.
Sucoessful applicants for Vacancies, Secretaries of Public Institutions,

and others possessing information suitable for this column are
invited to forward it to THE LANCET Office, directed to the Sub-
Editor, not later than 9 o’cloek on the Thursday morning of each
week, for publication in the next number.

ADDINSELL, A. W., M.B., C.M., has been appointed Pathologist to the
Chelsea Hospital for Women, Fulham-road, London, S.W.

ARNOLD, E. G. E., M.B., B.S. Durh., M.R.C.P.Lond., M.R.C.S., has
been appointed Senior Medical Officer to the Toxteth Workhouse.

AYRES, G. H., L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S. Irel., has been appointed Medical
Officer and Public Vaccinator to the Tarporley Sanitary District of
the Tarvin Union, vice A. McCulloch.

BATES, H. B., L.S.A., has been appointed by the Lords of the
Admiralty Examining Surgeon to the Royal Navy for the St.
Helen’s District.

BOOTH, J., M.B., B.Ch. Irel., has been re-appointed House Surgeon to
the South Charitable Infirmary and County Hospital, Cork.

BUTLER, W. B., L.R.C.P.Lond., M.R.C.S., has been appointed Medical
Officer to the Second Sanitary District of the Flaxton Out-relief
Union.

COLE, T. W., M.B., B.Ch. Dubl., has been re-appointed Medical Officer
of Health by the Bolsover Urban District Council.

COWELL, A. R., M.B. Camb., L.R.C.P. Lond., M.R.C.S., has been

appointed, pro tem., Medical Officer to the Eastern portion of the-
Parish of Hampstead, vice A. Murray, deceased.

DUNCAN, A., M.B., D.P.H., has been appointed Clinical Assistant to the-
Chelsea Hospital for Women, Fulham-road, London, S.W.

DUNCAN, CECIL C., has been appointed Analyst to the City of
Worcester.

GLASSON, C. J., M.D. Brux., L.R.C.P. Lond., M.R.C,S., has been

appointed Medical Officer to the Third Sanitary District of the
Romford Union.

HEAVEN, JOHN C., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. Lond., L.S.A., D.P.H. Eng., has
been re-appointed Medical Officer of Health by the Keynsham
Rural District Council.

HERBERT, B. H., M.R.C.S., has been re-appointed Medical Officer of
Health by the Sudbury Rural District Council, Staffs.

HIBBERD, E., M.D. St. And., M.R.C.S., has been appointed Medicab
Officer to the Casual Wards of the Parish of Paddington.

JENKINS, G. H., L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S. Edin., F.F.P.S. Glasg., has been
re-appointed Medical Officer by the Pontypool Rural District.
Council.

haox, J. E., M.B., C.M. Edin., has been appointed Medical Officer of
Health by the East and West Molesey Urban District Council, vice-
J. J. Knox, deceased.

MARSHALL, C. DEVEREUX, F.R.C.S. Eng., has been appointed
Ophthalmic Surgeon to the Victoria Hospital for Sick Children,
Chelsea.

MURRAY, Joarr, M.B., F.R.C.S., has been appointed Surgeon to Out-
patients to the Paddington-green Children’s Hospital, London, W.

NARIMAN, B. K., M.B., B.Sc. (Public Health), E.M. Edin., has been
appointed Assistant Surgeon to the South Dispensary, Liverpool.

NORGATE, R. H., L.R.C.P. Lond., M.R.C.S., has been appointed Medical
Officer to the Stapleton Workhouse.

OGILVY, ALEC, M.D., F.R.C.S.I., has been appointed Surgeon to the-
Bristol Eye Dispensary.

PEIRCE, J. E., M.R.C.S., has been appointed Medical Officer to the-
Beoley Sanitary District of the King’s Norton Union.

PRATT, J. W., L.R.C.P. Edin., M.R.C.S., has been re-appointed Medical
Officer of Health by the Wiveliscombe Urban District Council.

ROWLAND, H. A., M.B., C.M. Ed., has been appointed Medical Officer’
to the Seventh Sanitary District of the Ashton-under-Lyne Union.

SAUNDERS, W. SEDGWICK, M.D. Castleton, U.S., L.R.C.P. Edin.,
M.R.C.S., has been appointed Consulting Medical Adviser to the
Equitable Life Assurance Society (of the United States), Prince’s-
street, Bank, London, E.C.

STONE, FREDERICK W. S., L.R.C.P. & S. Irel., has been appointed Public-
Vaccinator to the Bitton District by the Warmley Guardians and
District Council.

TURNER, C. E., L.R.C.P.Lond., M.R.C.S., has been appointed House
Surgeon to the Royal Bucks Hospital, Aylesbury.

WARREN, JOHN, has been appointed Medical Director to the-

Equitable Life Assurance Society (of the United States), London
Office, Princes-street, Bank, E.C., vice W. S. Saunders, retired.

WOODHEAD, G. SiMS, M.D., F.R.C.P. Edin., has been appointed Pro-
fessor of Pathology at the Cambridge University, vice Professor-
Kanthack, deceased.

Vacancies.
for further Information regarding each vacancy reference should be

made to the advertisement (see Index).

BIRMINGHAM TAME AND REA DISTRICT DRAINAGE BOARD.&mdash;Analytical
Chemist. Commencing salary &pound;135 per annum, rising to jE16&
per annum. Applications to Mr. J. Knight, Offices of the Drainage
Board, Council House, Birmingham.

BRIGHTON THROAT AND EAR HOSPITAL, Church-street, Queen’s-road.-
Non-resident House Surgeon for six months. Salary at the rate of
&pound;75 per annum. Applications to the Secretary, 10, Black Lion-
street, Brighton.

CHELSEA HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN, Fulham-road, S.W.-Clinical
Assistant.

COLONIAL OFFICE, London.-Medical Officers for temporary service on
the Gold Coast, for one year. Unmarried. Salary at the rate of
B350 a year, with quarters, or an allowance in lieu thereof. Also
Medical Officers for the West African Frontier Force on the Niger.
Apply personally to the Assistant Private Secretary at the Colonial
Office.

COTTAGE HOSPITAL, North Ormesby, Middlesbro’.-Assistant, in-door,
unmarried. Salary .E8 per month. 

-

COUNTY HOSPITAL, RYDE.&mdash;House Surgeon. Salary B50 per annum,
with board, lodging, &c.

DALRYMPLE HOME FOR INEBRIATES, Rickmansworth. - Resident
Medical Superintendent, married. Salary C200 per annum, un-
furnished house, food, coals, gas, &c., provided.

EAST LONDON HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN AND DISPENSARY FOR WOMEN,
Glamis-road, Shadwell, E.-House Surgeon. Board, residence, &c...
provided and an honorarium of &pound;25 granted conditionally.

ESSEX COUNTY ASYLUM, Brentwood.-Junior Medical Assistant Officer,
unmarried. Salary el20 per annum, with board, residence, and
washing. Applications to the Medical Superintendent.

FARRINGDON GENERAL DISPENSARY, 17, Bartlett’s-buildings, Holborn
circus, London.-Resident Medical Officer. Salary &pound;100 per annum,
with apartments and attendance.

HALIFAX UNION WORKHOUSE-ST. LUKE’S HOSPITAL. - Assistant,
Medical Officer, unmarried. Salary, &pound;160 per annum, subject to.
statutory deductions. Applications to the Clerk to the Guardians,
Union Offices, Halifax.

HEREFORD GENERAL INFIRMARY.&mdash;Senior House Surgeon, unmarried.
Salary E90 per annum, with furnished rooms, board, washing,
gas, coals, and attendance.


